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IID petitions State Water Board to take action at the Salton Sea 
 
The Imperial Irrigation District today submitted a petition to the State Water Resources Control Board to 
exercise its continuing authority over the nation’s largest agricultural-to-urban water transfer and avert an 
emerging environmental and public-health crisis at the Salton Sea.  
 
The new petition calls on the state board to modify its 2002 order approving what became the 2003 
Quantification Settlement Agreement and the water transfers it set into motion. Those water transfers will 
ultimately send 303,000 acre-feet of water from the farms and fields of the Imperial Valley to urban users 
in San Diego County and the Coachella Valley and were predicated on the state of California’s statutory 
commitment to fund and implement a restoration plan for the Salton Sea. That 2002 order required 15 
years of mitigation water – generated through land fallowing in the Imperial Valley – to be delivered to 
the Salton Sea to offset the transfer’s impacts and allow the state sufficient time to meet its restoration 
obligation. 
 
“The mitigation water delivered to the sea under the original state board order ends in 2017,” said IID 
board President Jim Hanks, “and the state is no closer to implementing a restoration plan today than it 
was in 2003. IID and its urban partners have met all their water transfer milestones and stand ready to 
continue doing so in the future, but the state’s failure to act, along with an already-receding shoreline and 
the looming deadline of 2017 pose a direct threat to not only the residents of the Imperial and Coachella 
valleys but to the long-term viability of the QSA.” 
 
A recent study by the Pacific Institute on the high cost of doing nothing at the Salton Sea suggests that 
windblown dust emissions from as much as 100,000 acres of exposed lakebed will exacerbate the poor air 
quality that already exists in the Imperial and Coachella valleys. The same study places the total cost of 
continued inaction by the state at up to $70 billion over the 75-year term of the QSA.   
 
The petition submitted today asks the state board to require the state, the QSA parties and the Salton Sea 
Authority to participate in a facilitated dialogue that would identify the most realistic and durable funding 
mechanism for Salton Sea restoration. That process would last up to six months, after which IID asks 
SWRCB to condition the water transfers on the state satisfying its unmet restoration obligation at the 
Salton Sea. 
 
“The QSA has always represented a delicate compromise and what would happen to the Salton Sea as a 
result of it was fundamental to reaching that compromise,” Hanks said. “A smaller but sustainable sea is 
both feasible and achievable but only if the state lives up to its responsibility. At this point, the last, best 
forum available to IID’s water users and the people of the Imperial and Coachella valleys is the State 
Water Resources Control Board, which has the authority and the duty to act on what we believe is a 
matter of the highest possible importance and urgency.” 
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